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Wiekeas, It is alleged that the late
Migsissippi  Cin 1%75) for
if Congress and  State ollicers,
ra of the Lerislaturs waschar-
- ereal frands committed gpon
denee exarcised  toward colored
gogs of that Stnte and the white eizi
nd ihisqursiml 1o -ll}ti::-l[ their ri-_:l:!- at the
ol eS| ciadly that the eolored
geonunt of their race,
previons condition of servitude, were,
Tntmidation and foree, deterved from
jtitlg, or comp dled to vote, pontrary to
sir wighes, fur eandidates and in supporr
whom 1|1-"\‘ wre nmm*twl‘

L

s, (M) enlor,

I’,nnl!! 8 fa) ; i
{ their rigkt tothe free exercize of the
1V frism 1-|'~r', (1% sl‘l'ltr!:-i IJ'!.’ the
i amen dment to the Constitution,
neactically denied and violsted, and
ceuch intimidation has been since con-
pnd 1 :'mriam.u of sffecting tuturn
tinn=; wnd wherens the people of all
¢ United Stateshave an intercst in and

richt [0 Insiat upon the enforcement of
mstitstonal amendment, and Con-
witig the power Lo enforee it by

pproprinte legislation, eannot properly

s i

plect the duty of providiug the neces-
ry logislat for this purposes There-
g,

Rogslved, That n commitiee of five

ustors be appointed by the Chale to
vestigato the truth of these allegations,
d to inquire how fur these constitutional
ity in the said eleetion, besn
dated by force, fraud, or intimidution,
d 1o inguire amld report to the Senate,
fore the end of the present session,
hother any, and if so, what, further
idation is necessary to secure to said
ed eitizons the free enjoymont of
ir constitytional rights ; and that said
AT Lere
W, W semd for persons and papers, to
ke testimony on oath, and to use all
sy ]'E'.u"g';&-; fer these ||u:pu.-_--_"
fier debate in the Scmate, the resos |
was adopted. In the course
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bhe g‘mim\\'un:-.l to wvisit =aid

810 of |
i debate, the Senator from Massachu
u [ Mr. Boutwell] made the tollowing
peiaration
“For Scvegty voars the spirit of hy-
risy aud !.J':h;!'iil'l'.‘ﬂ’”t:l:illn dominated
the slave-holdiug section of this con-
I'hey r.yulinu;tu_\‘ I‘i'l’.‘lt'lll-.‘ll
uselves (o the country aud to the
iold s the friends of the Union, aad iz
su lie from first to last. They were
£ enemies of Jhe l'lliml; and when
¢ Union did net agswer the chief pur-
s which they bad, apd the only pur
e they had, the Inrc_.n-r\'tlliz_nu of the
sulution el slayery, tllt‘_\' made war
the Union, The Senator from
liware was the palitical sypporter and
) the cubstantial defender of the
i whio juade war upon the Union, whe
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bur to the Uniton for !«it“\'l‘u['\' Years
wr | tulsetcod that l|l|"\' were its
els,  They were e enemies all the
b SMavery, the spirit o4 glavery, is
i ever L heen the enemy of the
Wom, wod it is so to-duy. The troubles

the South are due to the gpirit of sla-
i time has come when I am

itess to myself and with rs-
to sav here that I do net in my
fiesr that any man educated
bler and oledicut to the iufluence of
wvery can he the friend of a Union that
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designia] 1o establisk nnd preserve
I've North will do well to take

d to trest noman who was brooght

der the influence of slavery, cobn-
by its spirit, and dominated by

' power, and i= not yet extipet.

e committee, as finally appointed
RaUT Lhe resolution, cousists of Messys,
itwe'l, (chairman,) Cameron of Wis-
busin, MeMillan, Bavard, and MeDon

. thus gwiitting in the organization of
committee ¢he mover or amender of
beorigingl resalution, The first meet-
K : the comimities wag I]Eitl on the

"0 the Capitol ; and at ths apcond

third :1.--«1ih;_’- the clerk of the coms-

Hlee, Mr. Bartlett, wasappointed sten-
Eriphier, aud Mr. Jamea Redpath, of |
1-;{-;_‘} s, was selected iun bhis place |
Gerk, and bas continued with iowslli- |
See aud efficiency to fill that position,
iy been present at all the sessions of
Bobmgittee.  On the a resolution
% offered ig the committee by Mr. Bay
_«:hlimt the testimony should be taken

Gpen doors, which was reje(‘.led by
* committee, Mr. Bayard gnd Mr. Me-
ald voting in the affirmative. Buta
U partion of the testimony has as yet
*“U printed, nor has any report of the
"8tk been made ; but Mr. Redpath,

.“ifit-r}-. baving had the fullest oppor-
il"!"_f'f bearing the testimony of the
= “85es and having hej charge of all
SWinications to the cogsmittee, has
0 enabled, in advanee ‘of the eom-
e, 10 submit a public re over his

U signature, of which the following
0t will convey a distjnct idea of his
"%  Bpayking of the Upion men of
South, or the original whigs, and the
'f‘:"_‘wn part they took in the contest, he
"Bl
‘mn l-h
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they were Union mens byt the
¢y onee knew was goune foreves’
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would be vaturally impossibls for them,

for members of | With their ideas of constitutional duty, to

| iy :
| subseribe to the deduetions of those who
L

charaeierized ll} | liowe ver il!h’.‘“ig-‘"t or Cllllﬁﬂ'-:ﬂtiuug' slart-
and intimidation, | ¢d ool upon the proposed
{upon such a platform of id

ean,

; While writing this report, the under
signed have read with surprise and re-
gret the message of the President of the
United States, dated July 31, 1876, trans
milling to Congress certain correspond
ence relating to the murder Intely com
mitted at Hamburg, in South Carelina.

. In this messuga he has seen fit to use
Ly fn”u\\'il'lg l:mgungr-;

“Buat recently ncommittee of the Sen
ute of the United Swtes visited 1he State
of Mississippi to take testimony on the
:-:!:hj-erl of frauds and violence in elections.
i_ heir reports has not yot been made pub-
lie, but I await its forthcoming with a
fecling of confidence that it will fully
sustain all that I bave stated relating to
I';_-:*.l_l 1 a!u:l vislence in the State of Slis-
.-l'-'_"i!I![I].

U. 8 Grast.”

In his letter of the 26ih of July to
trovernor Chamberlain he had stated :

M Missizsippi s governed to-day by
officiuls chosen through fraud amd vio-
lenees, such as would searcely be aceredit-
ed o savages, much less to a civilized and
Cliristian pmapll'."

This last stutement, come it from whom
it may, we pronounce in the face of the
testimony taken by this committee, and
not yet printed, to be untrue and unwar
ranted by the facts disclosed,

The tone of animosity to the white
people  of the South which breathes
throughout the President’s measage and
etter is unmistakable.  In his message
of July 81, six days subsegquent to this
letier, the President says: ** The report
[on Mississippi | has not yet beer made
public.”  Why should he anticipate ?

We bold a1, amd believe it will be
0 Leld by right thinking men every-
where, dizereditable for the Chief-Magis-
trate thys to have exhibited such evidence
of prejudice against apy porlion of his
fellow-citizens,

It adds, however, but another proof to
the many given heretofore that the heart
and mimd of resident Grant are closed
to all sense ol justice where his political
oponents, t-r‘-pt'-'i:lll_\' in the Southern
States, are concerned.

Other nttempts to forestall publie opin-
ion in relation to the affairs in Missis-
sippi have been made, ealenlated to gross-
Iy mislead. Two attemps to fasten oblo-
quy upon one of the undersigned, [Mr.
Iaggrd, | and at the same time to con-
vey unjust inpressions agaiost the people
ol Mississippi, may he noted.

{Speeig) dispatel to the Baltigore San.j

- * Wasnisaron, July 26.
CTHE REPURBLICAN REPORT AN MISS[SSIPPL.
- L] - . L] - L - -

“ Another case illustrative of the gen-
eral conelusions arrived at by the ma-
jority of the committee ia that of a native
of Philadelphia.  He settled near Vicks-
burg and was with his family. He had
been nppointed a justice of the peace by
the governor of the State, and his wife
upenad a schoal for the instruction of the
poor.  He was spbsequently a candidate
for office.  On one night fifty armed men
dashed upon his premises angd shot him
down without a word of warning and in
the presence of his wile and l’dluilﬁ.
When the story of the wife was told by
hee own lips to the committee, Senator
Bayard, ous of the committee, ¢jacula
ted, ‘1 don't belleve it

o After the muarder, according g the
report, the assassins hovered about the
house ayd would not permit the wife to
enact even the pites of sepulture. They
dragged the bleeding corpse feom the
arms of the distracted woman, piiched
it into a :.'ig-w:l_iln\p'. apd left.
Bayard, attected by the parration, re-
peated, ‘1 won't believe it under oath,’
The report says that these * banditti,’
for it states they compare with Italians of
the same class, live upon the people.
‘Fhey are dissolute and indolent, generally
the sous of plaaters impoverished by the
war, or the remnant of that pluss of ad-
venturers who fastened upon the iustity
tion of slavery as the eamp-follower lives
upon ap grmv.” .

Mr. Buayard never eyen zaw the wit
pess referred to, who was exawmiugd in
his absence, and he never made auy state
weut eyen simgilar in language or char-
acter to that tedsely aitribpted to him.
Yet this vicious falsehood Las ajregdy
had wide cirenlation.

Iu the New York Times of the 27th of
July we find the following letter and pre-
cetding comments :

o Senater Routwell has also received a
letter from a coloved witness who testi-
fied in Mississippi, from which it gil)l be
scenp how the democracy of that State
propuse Lo treat those who nl_}eyt'.-d the
summaons of the Segate Committee :

“Drar Sir: 1 having been sgpmon
before vour investigalipng Lo give 8
sworne testimdny in regard to the late
slection, which I did, aad T told noth-
ing but the truth. Yesterday I was met
by an armed mob in the astlrevtf of
and compelled me & gsv that I swore a
A —lie. And toid we | had
cither to say that I swore oa———
lie or leawe the city or die. The excite-
ment grew so integse that I was com-
pell to take back w
committee, 1 was also met by another
mob at——— the same dasy thgt
was before the committee aud eom-

selled to do the same before I got home.
} w'd not be supprised if I were not mob
bafore yop receive this letter. If you
read this letter where Senator Bayard
can hear it he will write dows here and
lot these democrats knmIt it, and 1 Rll
be murdercd as soon as 1 appear on the
stni!s. Therefore it will be best fore
me fore yoy to tea’P this to you
other republicans.
“Of course every one who kuows fen-
ator Bayard will smile at this suspicion
but it shows the state of terrorism skl
maiutained by the baaditti of Mississip-
="

this letter was o published ma
ferred from the le]l).w: itaglf go

torial use of it.
It will be observed that the committes

State of Missiasippi,
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that while they
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Ject to exterior ewmtrol, has been
the sutject of the most wide spread, un-
restrained inquiry, The aocisl habits,
dimestie institutiogs, personal and fadic
vidual dealings and contracts, looul P
lice arrangements, sud wholg classes of
subjects baretofure supposed to b uader
the sole control of the S ate and county
governments, and even family affairs
bave been made the subjecta of ine

The limitations upsn the powers of
ongress inits relution to the internal

subject of careful d Jdiberation and “adju-
{dication by the Suprems Court of the
| United States in cases involvinz the wva

ill\"t‘.‘lliglliul’l | Illllly of l&g:llltiﬂﬂ Iyy (_‘.c)ngr,-g_n i P.;,-" '

_‘"Uuef"‘l with that now proposed by the

r sslution. :

_In the recent case of the Unitad
States ve. Cruikshank Mr. Chief Justic:
Waite delivered the opinion the
enurt and suid :

) ““We have in our politieal sv-tem a
Government of the United Statés and a
E.warnmeut of each of the several States.

wach one of these governments is dis-
tinet from the other. and euch has citi
zens of its own, who owe it allegiance,
and whose rights within its jurisdiction
it must protect  The same person may
he at the same time a citizen of the
United Stites nnd a citizen of a State,
but his rights of citizenship under one of
these governments will be different from
those under any other. (Slaughter house
cases, 16 Wallace, 74.)

““Citizens are the members of the po
litical community to which they helong.
They are the people who  compose the
[community, and who, in their nssocimted
capacity, huve established or sobhmitied
themselves to the dominion of a govern
ment for the promotion of their gencral
welfare and the protection of their indi-
vidaal as well as their collective rights.
In the formation of a povernment the
people may confer upon it sueh powers
as they choose. The government when
so formed may, and when called upon
| should, exercise all the powers it has for
| the protection of the rights of its citizens

and the people within Tz jurisdiction,
| but it can exercise no other. Tue duty
of a government to afford protection is
| limited always by the power it possesses
| for that purpose. \
| “The government thus estallished and
| defined is to some extent n government
]uf the States in their politieal capacity.
| It is nlgo for certain purposes a govern-
'ment of the people. Its powers are
[ limited io number but not 1o degres.
| Within the scope of its powers as enu-
' merated and defined it is supreme and
| above the States; but beyond, it has no
| existence. It wus erected for special
| purposes and endowed with all the pow-
| ers necessary for its own preservation
| and the occomplishment of the ends its
| people had in view. It can neither grant

nor secure torits citizens any right or
privilege not expressly or by implication
placed under its jurisdiction.
| “The peopleof the Uniied States ros-
| ident within any State are subject to two
| governments, oue State and the other na-
tional ; but there need be no conflict be
tween the two. The powers which one
possesses the other does not. They are
gstablished for different parposes and
have separate jurisdictions.  Together
they make one whgle gud furnish the
people of the United States with a com
plet: government, ample for the protec-
| tion of all their rights at home and
|abroad. It is the natural consequence
| of a citizenship which owes allegiance to
| two sovereignties and claims protection
| from both.  Fhe eitigen eannot complain
| bzcause be has voluntarily submitted
[ hiwself tosuch a form of government:
i Heé owes allegiance to the two depart-
ments, so to speak, and within their re-
gpective sYheres must pay penalties
which each exacts for disobedience to
its laws. In return, he can demand
protection from cach within its own ju
risdietion.

““The Government of the United
| States is one of delegated powers alone;

its aythority is defined and limtted by
the Constitution, All powers not grant-
| ed to it by that instrument are reserved
to the Statesor the people. Norights can
be acquired under the Constitution or
iaws of the United States excepl such as
the Goyermsept of the United States
has the authority to grautor secure. All
thgt ennnot be so granted or secured are
left under the protection of the Ftates.”

Then again !

“The third and eleventh counts are
| even more objectionable. They charge
| the intent to have been to deprive the
| citizens named, they being in Liouisians,
i of their raapecli\'e geveral lives and luh-.
| erty of person without due process of
law.” This is nothing élse than alleging
a conspiracy to fsluel?r imptison or mur-
{ der aitieps of the United States being
within the territorial jerisdietion of the
State of Louisiana. The rights of Iife
and personat liberiy are natural rights of
man, 'Fosccare these rights,” says the
Deoglaration of Judepeydence, *‘goyern-
ments are instituted among men, deri-
ving their just powers from the consent
of the governed.” The very highest
duty of the States when they entered
into the Union under the Cunstitution
was 4o protect all persons within their
boundaries in ke enjoyment of these
vsunalienable rights 7with which they
were endowed by their Creator.” Sov-
ersignty for this purpose rosts alone
with the States. It is no more the daty
or within the power of the United States
to punish for a conspiracy to falsely im-
prison or murder within a State than it
would be to punish for false imprison-
ment or murder itself,

““The fourteenth amendment pro-
hibits s Sisie from depriviog any parson
of life, liberty, or properiy, without due
process of law, but this adds nothing to
the rights of one citizen a3 against an-
other.” [t gimply furnishes an additional

yarantee against any euergachment by

o States gpon the fundan;enlal r:gl;ts
which belong to every gitigenu 83 & mem-
ber of society.”

These propositions were unanimousl
laid down by the court, in considering al-
Jeged violations of the fourteenth ameud-
ment of the Copstitution, but are équally
applicable to the discussios cf the rela-
tive powers and duties of the Federal
and State governments under any, snd
all provisions of the Constitution.

o the case of The United States vs.
Reese, decided st the same time, the

eourt 5

o ‘{:l and immunities grested by or
dependent upon the Constitution of the
United States can be protected by Con-

The form and the manuer of the
tion may besuch as Congress, in
the Jegitimate exercise of its legislative
discretion, siall proyide, These may be
varied to meet the necessities cfthe par-

ul

|

|

1

protec

itude. Before ite wadoption this
could be done, It was gs much within

Juisi- |

 affiirs of the States have been lately the |

—<

longiug to the States, and not justly sub’ the power of a State to exclude ecit'zens 0! the cours has
m e

of the United States rrom voting on se-
count of race, ete., as it was on accounl
of uge, property, or education. Now it
is not, If citizens of one race having
cortain qualifizations, sre permitted by
Inw to vole, those of apother, having the
s:me gualificztions must be.  Previous
to this suendment thare waz po consti-
tutional guarantee against this discrimi-
pation. Now, there 1s. It follows that
| the umendment has invested citizens of
the Upited States with a new eonstitu-
tional right, which is within the protect-
ing power of Congreas. :
“That right is exemption from dis-
erimination in the exercise of the elcetive
fianchis: on account of race, eolor, or
previous condition of servitude. This
under the express provisionsof the second
| section of the amendment, Congress may
| enforce by ‘appropriate legislauon.’
| *"The power of Congress to Lagislate at
nll wpon the subject of voting at State
| elections  rests upon this amendmeont.
Ihe eifect of article 1, section 4, of the
Constitution, in respect to elections for
Senutors and Representatives, is now
under eonsideration. It has not been
eontended, nor ean it be, that the amend-
ment confers authority to impose penal-
tics for cvery wrongful refusal to receive
the vote of a qualified elector at State
elections. It is only when the wrongful
refusal at such un election is because of
raca, color or previous condition of servy-
itude that Congress can interfere and
provide for its punishment.
= * # *

* ¥

The courts enforee the legislative will
when aseertained, if within the constitu-
tional grant of power.  Within its legit-
imate sphere Congress is supreme and
bevond the eontrol of the eourta, but if it
steps outside of its constitutional limita-
tions and attempts that which is beyond
its reach, the courts are authorized to,
and when ealled upon in due course of
iegal proceedings, must aunul its en-
croachiment upon the reserved pawer of
the States and the people.
* % S % * *

We must, therefore, decide that Con
gress has not, as yet, provided by appro-
priate legislation for the punishment of
the offepse cherged in the indietment,
wnid thatthe cireuit court properly sus-
taived the demurrers and gave judgmeut
for the defendants.”

In subordination to the principles thus
lnid down by the authority of the tribu
nal of last resort in our ecountry, the un-
dersigned would have been disposed to
eonfine their investigation to subjeets
plainly within the jurizdiction of Cun-
gress, without infringing upon any of the
reserved rights of the State of Mississippi,
believiug it to be the cardinal featare of
our institutions that the equality of the
States in the Union must ever be re
spected, and that any practice which
invades sn necessary a prineiple must
place in jeopardy not only the rights of a
single State, but in their turn, the rights
of all the remaining States; and that a
power which is conceded to be applicable
to the overthrow of the autonomy of any
one State is liable to be used for the de-
struction of any other State, and that
there is no safety for any unless the right
of each are guarded.

The condition of the State of Missis-
sippt is to be considered at three periods
of time.

First. In the spring of 1875, before
the ecommencement of the political can-
vass, in which the alleged outrages upon
the rights of citizens under the fifteenth
amendment are said to have vecurred.
Sccond. Its condition during the eiee-
tion itsclf, on the 2d of November, 1875 ;
al‘lll,

Third. Its condition as discovered b
the committee at the time of their visit
in June, 1876.

For a proper understanding of the
entire case we propose to recite, by the
light of the testimony and supported by
its facts, what we belieye tg have been
the true condition of Mississippi in the
spring of 1875. At the time ol prepar-
ing this report, however, but a small part
of the testimony has been printed ; and,
although we trust to be enabled to insery
the proper references before it is sub-
mitted, yet the absence of the printed
testimony interferes materially with one
of vur objects, i. e, to mukowno assertions
but to let the witnesses speak for them-
selves, and to substantiate every fact by
reference to its basis.

It has been said by high authority that
it was difficult to draw an indictment
against a whole pegple. lLqually difij-
oult is it to establish any rules of evi
dence that would sustain so vague an in-
dietnent. And in the present inquisi-
tion it would become plain to all who
shall read the depositions and observe
the mode of interrogation emploved that
every rule which the experience of man-
kind las estellighed as essential forsthe
regulation of evidence wud the ascortain-
ment of truth has been disregarded in
the course of this investigation. So that
the great bulk of the testimony which
has been taken is such as would oot be
received in any court of justice in this
country to cunvict the uyednest felon of
the pettiest offense.

Every rale of evidence fullowed by
courts in the administration of justice has
been entirely disregarded. KEvery rule
which experience has shown is essential
for the elucidation of truth has been
thrown aside, and opinion, hearsay, wild
rumor, anything and 81! things which ex-
citement, prejudice, hate, love, or fear
ean suggest. have been poured in without
diseriminaticn gr check,

No indyidual, no community, san bg
safe against such an order of things,

‘Lhe usual tests of diserimination be-
tween truth and falsehood having been
abandoned, the result cannot be sutisfac-
tory to any just mind.

| The argument that the charge is vagtt®

makes the effect worse.

When a false prineciple iz adopted, the
wider its application the more dangerous
it heaomes.

This is observghlg in the examination
from the first witness to the last. ' Adel-

ert Ames, the ex-Governor of Mississip-
pl, who was called and examined on the
27th of April, and at page 29, on the
third day of his examination, in which
be had made the most wholesale and
.aaepﬁn" assertions of facts of violence
and intimidation, was askeq;

Q. You have referred to various acts
of violence snd intimidation; have you
personsal knowledge of any of those acts?

A. I never saw an act of violence per-
formed T

id you ever see gu gct gj 1nfjgidg-
tion performed?
+ A. No; I never saw an act of violenoe
performed.

Q. Then what you have said is de-
rived from the information of other peo-
ple?

ire i egoﬂ'lﬁonloftbaﬁf-
mtﬁ;}:lment“t: .the Constitution, | ticular ri thbem“-m il A. Yes, sir. o
and the necessity of new and appropriate | The fifteenth amendmeut docs no" &390 &ndl on page 82—
logislation for ite ement; and it | fer the right of suffrage upon an g Q you, do you know the fact
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